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They proved, however, regardless in almost every instance of
my orders, and deaf to my representations after my near ap-
proach to the enemy's capital, and instead of spreading them-
selves in the country to secure our communications and to
cut off those of the enemy, they could hardly ever be prevailed
upon to go beyond our picquets even in search of forage and
provisions for themselves, but persisted in remaining close in
our rear in an unwieldy mass and in a state of the most unac-
countable inactivity and apathy, until they were reduced to the
greatest want and misery, whilst they at the same time con-
sumed great quantities of forage and provisions which would
have properly fallen to the share of this army/ as being within
its power and reach, and even in a great measure actually within
the bounds of its own encampment.

I can hardly allow myself to suppose that this behaviour of
the cavalry, which has given me such ground for complaint, has
proceeded from a premeditated criminal design in any of the
chiefs; but it may, perhaps, be more properly ascribed to the
incapacity of Eajah Teige Wunt for such a command, and to
the discontented and unmanageable disposition of Assud Ali
Khan, who appears to engross his entire attention.

Having long relinquished all hopes of deriving any advantage
to the common cause from the services of that cavalry, and the
Eaja and the other chiefs having also frequently applied to me
for permission to quit the army, I had about a;week ago agreed
that the whole body shall return to their master, but the Eaja
having since the junction of the Mahratta armies earnestly re-
quested to be allowed to remain with a few thousand of those
that are in the most serviceable condition, I have, from an un-
willingness to do anything that might be disagreeable to the
Nizam, as well as from other political considerations, consented
to it; and Assud Ali Khan with the sick and lame horses of the
whole, and with his own troops and those of several of the in-
ferior chiefs, has this day commenced his march to the north-
ward, leaving with the Eaja^Mahomed Ameen, of whom I
must, in justice, say that I have always had reason, as far as I
can judge, to be satisfied with his conduct.